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Man, I can’t believe it is March already and we still have this much snow with no relief in
sight. The days are getting longer and Mr Sun is showing his strength so time will tell. We saw bikes
out down in Washington last weekend. I hope your bike is ready to go and you have taken the necessary steps to make sure your body is in it’s best shape for riding. There will be a good number of events
and rides to go on this season so be ready to have some fun.
We have a contract for the new Victoria Days venue so now we just need to finish our planning
and there have been registrations coming in so here we go again. I sure hope you will be able to join us
this year for the fun and meeting of new friends.
Kathy & I were to a pot luck of WA-H ‘s and as usual we had great food and a good time seeing all our friend from that chapter. The chapter lost one of their members to cancer this week and Dick
will be missed as he was a motorcycle mech. all his working life.

Kevin Bramhoff our District Director has made and announcement about a bonus for all the
new riders you sign up between now and June. I have included Kevin’s letter in this newsletter.
Our chapter’s snow birds should start arriving home by the first to middle of next month and
they will be wanting to get their bikes out and ride. BC-G had a rough season last year with all the
smoke from the forest fires so I sure wish for a good BC summer and your company on some rides.

Dean has been busy working on our chapter Face Book page or what ever they call it. It has
a lot of info so sign in and stay in touch with BC-G. We still have our web page and I have contacted a new web master recommended by Bill Haggerty who can no longer do this job for us. Bill has
been our chapter and many other’s web master for 10 years or more and I would like to thank him
for his great service to us all. Thank you very much Bill. Bill is like all the rest of us getting older
but he will still be out riding so watch for him when you are out riding.. He is moving to a place
with poor internet service.
There are a couple of really nice GL1500‘s for sale in the Sumas – Bellingham chapter so if
you are interested contact me and I will get you all the info you require.

As I get older, I realize:
#1 - I talk to myself, because there are times I need expert advice.
#2 - I consider "In Style" to be the clothes that still fit.
#3 - I don't need anger management. I need people to stop pissing
me off.
#4 - My people skills are just fine. It's my tolerance for idiots that
needs work.
#5 - The biggest lie I tell myself is, "I don't need to write that
down. I'll remember it."
#6 - I have days when my life is just a tent away from a circus.
#7 - These days, "on time" is when I get there.
#8 - Even duct tape can't fix stupid - but it sure does muffle the
sound.
#9 - Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could put ourselves in the dryer
for ten minutes, then come out wrinklefree and three sizes smaller?
#10 - Lately, I've noticed people my age are so much older than me.
#11 - "Getting lucky" means walking into a room and remembering
why I'm there.
#12 - When I was a child, I thought nap time was punishment. Now
it feels like a mini vacation.
#13 - Some days I have no idea what I'm doing out of bed.
#14 - I thought growing old would take longer.
#15 - Aging sure has slowed me down, but it hasn't shut me up.
#16 - I still haven't learned to act my age, & hope I never do.

Just a little blurb from Summer 2017
Last summer was Mosport's 50th where they had a parade of champions which included
Duff, Jim Allen, both DuHamels, Steve Baker, Phil Read and more. Just a note, Duff is the
only Canadian to this day to have won and more than one Moto GP race. Many of us were
trained by her It was so amazing to see people I hadn't seen in 30-40 years and to even
be included with an invite to ride in the parade was just too cool for words. It just so happened that last summer Dianne and I plus our dog(Minnie) traveled across Canada for her
to see some plays at Stratford. During our stay I took our little tow car (Nissan Cube) to
the track to join in with the festivities, what a blast. I miss road racing.
It sure got the juices going as one circulated the track noting all the changes and similarities to what I had previously raced on only this was 40 years later.
It was a vintage race weekend and someone even raced a modified Gold Wing, it did
sound good. There were lots of old classic bikes and some new-olds up to 1995 that could
crank out a pretty fast lap.
Everything was totally awesome and we were provided with a mostly sunny day and
weekend, the smiles were wide.
The only thing this brings to mind is, "I thought getting older was to take so much longer
than what it has", I hate being fooled.

Gary Miller

District Directors Message
Fellow Wingers:
Promises, Promises…that was a song way back, right? Be that as it may; throughout my last few personal
addresses and correspondence to you all, I stated that recruitment was the number one goal for our district this year.
In previous District Director messages (if anyone actually reads the stuff), I promised to “provide the
tools” to enable the chapters to grow their membership. Well, here you are!
We have done just that. Our “district” has the privilege of running the 15 for 12 program until
June 30. This was a “motorcycle Show” initiative and we were able to get this program
extended for our recruitment drive, now being held from Feb 13 – June 30th. (I am late
getting this out as I had work / travel commitments)
This is the means to provide all the chapters with the tools to be able to recruit new members and benefit
themselves in the process.
There is not much time! The program is simple. The new recruit signs up for a new 12-month membership. He or She pays for 12 months, however they receive a Bonus 3 months, thus 15 months for the price
of 12. This takes the bite out of the US Dollar exchange issue. This is Big Up here in the Great White
North!
The benefit to you the recruiter is simple; sign up 5 “new” people and you receive a gift certificate from
GWRRA that can be used for your renewal or the purchase of GWRRA merchandise etc.
We need to move forward as quickly as possible. We need to approach those potential members that have
been sitting on the fence, formers members that were discouraged by the US dollar or those that just lost
interest and need some extra encouragement AND GOOD REASON to come back into the fold.
We will make promotional materials available and get them to you very soon. In the meantime, Talk us up
with every rider you know!

Do not forget the other benefits that go with membership:











The Gold Book
Wing World Magazine
Inexpensive professional Motorcycle courses
Medic First Aid courses at a fraction of real world costs
Road side assistance program
Great Riding
Great Group of people
Rally’s
Rider education programs
So much more!

We need everyone to participate in this. We need to do this! I fought for this program,
now we need to execute it and start getting new members, or they will never offer it again.
It’s pretty simple.
We need to make that extra little effort to make this really work!
Information is included with this message. I will be available to consult and get you started in the process. It is simple really. Have the information available, usually, we used to carry 5 envelopes containing
GWRRA details and Membership applications. When you are out talking with a new prospect and they
appear ready, give them the information…really is it that simple. They can use a credit card to sign up,
they must have the “promotional Form” handy when they call on the toll-free number. Ensure you have
your member number listed in the appropriate spot so you get credit for the membership.
I challenge you all to go and “Talk US UP” and hand out some envelopes. The results will
be as good as we are!

Until then – Be safe – Ride safe
Kevin Bramhoff
District Director – District N.W.C.
"The Great North West Coast"
4 times married
4 Husbands
The local news station was interviewing an 80-year-old lady because she had just gotten married for the fourth time. The interviewer asked her questions about her life,
about what it felt like to be marrying again at 80, and then about her new husband's
occupation.
"He's a funeral director," she answered.
"Interesting," the newsman thought.
He then asked her if she wouldn't mind telling him a little about her first three husbands
and what they did for a living. She paused for a few moments, needing time to reflect
on all those years. After a short time, a smile came to her face and she answered
proudly, explaining that she had first married a banker when she was in her 20's, then
a circus ringmaster when in her 40's, and a preacher when in her 60's, and now in
her 80's - a funeral director.
The interviewer looked at her, quite astonished, and asked why she had married four
men with such diverse careers.
(Wait for it)
She smiled and explained, "I married one for the money, two for the show, three to get
ready, and four to go."

Leaked Honda Patent Drawings Show Hydrogen Fuel Cell Motorcycle Possibly In Development
20. October 2017 Aaron Cortez News

Zero emissions technology is the new revolution in vehicle engineering, with every
manufacturer gearing up for the inevitable shift to clean energy in the decades
ahead. But while most vehicles go electric, these leaked patent drawings show that
Honda may even be working on a hydrogen fuel cell powered bike – with pure water
as its exhaust!
First reported by UK motorcycling site BikeSocial, Honda patent application drawings published on October 5th show that Honda may be developing a hydrogen fuel cell-powered motorcycle as part of it’s wide range future alternative fueled vehicles.
In these interesting concept drawings, Honda eschews the conventional gas powered vehicle
completely and even skips over emerging battery-powered technology in favor of a futuristic
NASA-style hydrogen fuel cell. Essentially, this is an electric motor charged by a chemical reaction using hydrogen and oxygen, which creates two byproducts: energy, and pure water!

This interesting patent application drawing from Honda gives insight into how they may plan to house all the components of a hydrogen fuel cell into a motorcycle.

But as interesting as it is, will we ever see this type of engine in a motorcycle – and is it commercially viable at all as an alternative to both fossil fuels and electric power?

What is a Hydrogen Fuel Cell?
Technically, a hydrogen fuel cell is, in fact, an electric vehicle. However, instead of using an
electric motor that is powered by a battery which stores energy (like most EVs), a fuel cell uses
an electric motor powered by a chemical reaction that takes place between the fusion of hydrogen stored in a tank, and oxygen from the air. The result? An electric charge which powers the
motor, and a byproduct of pure water.

Interestingly, a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle has some of the properties of both conventional ICEpowered vehicles and EVs. Because it uses hydrogen as fuel, which is stored in a refillable tank,
it can alleviate some of the range concerns that still plague battery-powered EVs, and also
would take only minutes to refuel, instead of hours to recharge. Hydrogen fuel cell vehicles,
like EVs, are also clean-running and create zero hydrocarbon emissions, and also tend to get
very high gas mileage per gallon equivalency figures. In theory, they are the best of both
worlds.

The (Possible) Bike
So, because hydrogen fuel cells are essentially electric motors that still need fuel tanks, the entire assembly takes up a fair bit of space – but in these drawings, it seems that Honda has cleverly laid everything out for use in a motorcycle. The drawings suggest a compact bike
(something like the Honda Grom) with the fuel cell itself where the engine and fuel tank would
be, with the refillable hydrogen tank under the seat. Other than that, the layout looks like any
other motorcycle, and externally, it would conceivably look and sound just like any other electric bike.

Another look at Honda's concept, this time from the outside - externally, this motorcycle
would conceivably look and function like any other electric motorcycle, but without the long
charge times and limited range associated with them.

Will It Become a Reality?
If any motorcycle manufacturer were to make a hydrogen fuel cell powered bike a reality, it
would likely be Honda. Honda is known to be innovative in engine technologies, especially in a
global regulatory climate that is pushing manufacturers increasingly toward a zero-emissions
future. Honda also has experience fielding hydrogen fuel cell-powered vehicles in production –
the Honda Clarity was an innovative FCEV (fuel cell electric vehicle) released in 2008 that has
seen limited release in the US and Japan, and is still available in 2017 (though only in select
markets, where hydrogen refilling stations are present.)

Honda's Clarity fuel cell vehicle. Honda has been fielding hydrogen fuel cell vehicles commercially in both the U.S. and Japan since 2008, but the very limited hydrogen fueling infrastructure has made them a very niche market. However, the company certainly knows what it
takes to build a functional fuel cell vehicle.
And therein lies the problem with hydrogen-powered vehicles – access to hydrogen itself.
Though FCEVs would conceivably solve the two biggest problems with existing EVs – namely,
charge time, and range – finding a hydrogen refilling station is a difficult task to say the least.
Though it would certainly be nice to get an EV back on the road after a 5-minute tank refill instead of a several-hour charge, plug-in EVs can be charged almost anywhere on the existing
electric grid, making access to power nearly universal (albeit very slow.) Hydrogen, on the other hand, is a gas that must be highly pressurized and handled carefully, making a hydrogen infrastructure suitable for use on public roads massively challenging to create.

But that doesn’t mean FCEVs don’t have a place in our future. Interestingly, one of the biggest
champions of hydrogen fuel cells has been our own government, with the Department of Energy having funded research resulting in over 650 patents and citing 75 commercially viable innovations that we could see in the next several years. The DOE claims its funding has enabled a
60% reduction in fuel cell costs and a 400% increase in durability of fuel cells in just the last
decade.
And because one of the keys to keeping hydrogen fuel cell vehicles on the road is consistent
access to hydrogen, commercial vehicle fleets that operate out of a home base are a perfect market for this technology. With this in mind, Toyota actually recently unveiled its own plan to develop a fleet of heavy-duty zero-emission semi-trucks powered by hydrogen fuel cells.
Toyotas concept trucks create 670 horsepower and 1,325 pound-feet of torque from a pair of
massive Mirai fuel cells, creating a gross weight capacity of a whopping 80,000 pounds. One of
these electric beasts is currently operating on shipping routes in southern California, based out
of

the Port of Los Angeles in Long Beach, as part of a feasibility study – and an indicator that
Toyota may be investing more heavily into a hydrogen as part of a zero-emission future.

Toyota's prototype hydrogen fuel cell semi trucks are currently operating on short haul
routes around southern California, based out of the Port of Los Angeles, as part of a longterm feasibility study.
So will we ever see hydrogen fuel cell motorcycles become a reality? Honda has a habit of teasing us with fascinating leaked patents that never become anything more than drawings, so we’re
not betting on it – but as both markets and governments shove vehicle manufacturers more and
more toward a zero-emissions future, the hydrogen fuel cell isn’t going anyway.

BC-G Interior Ramblers
Ride Schedule 2018
January

February

March

April

6th

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 White Spot

20st

Breakfast Social 8:30 am White Spot

3rd

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 White Spot

17th

Breakfast Social 8:30 White Spot

3rd

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am White Spot

17th

Breakfast Social 8:30 am White Spot

7th

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am White Spot

Followed by chapter ride

May

21st

Breakfast Social 8:30 am White Spot

5th

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am White Spot
Followed by chapter ride

June

18th – 21st

Victoria Days 2016 Salmon Arm

25th -28th

Desert Spring Fling WA-L Kennewick WA.

25th – 28th

Hoot in the Ute, multi District Rally, Utah.

2nd

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 White Spot
Followed by chapter ride

10th

Ride for Dad , support for prostate cancer, Kelowna

16th

Breakfast Social 8:30 am White Spot
Followed by chapter ride

July

7th

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am White Spot
Followed by chapter ride

19th – 21st

WA- District Convention, Chelan County Events Center
Cashmere, Washington

August

21st

Breakfast Social 8:30 am White Spot

4th

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am White Spot
Followed by chapter ride

18th

Breakfast Social 8:30 am White Spot
Followed by chapter ride

September

28th-Sept 1st

Wing Ding 40 Knoxville, Tennessee

1st

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am White Spot

15th:

Breakfast Social 8:30am White Spot

Followed by chapter ride

October

November

December

6th

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am White Spot

20st

Breakfast Social 8:30 am White Spot

3rd

Breakfast Meeting 8:30 am White Spot

17th

Breakfast Social 8:30 am White Spot

1st:

BC-G Year End Party Location (TBA)

15th

Breakfast Social 8:30 am

ADS & PROMOS
MEGSON FITZPATRICK INC. INSURANCE BROKERS
http:www.megsonfitzpatrick.com
The insurance brokerage firm of Megson Fitzpatrick Inc. of Victoria, in conjunction with the insurance underwriting firm, ING Insurance, is pleased to offer an Annual Combined “All Perils” physical
damage insurance coverage program for touring, cruising, sport touring and sport class motorcycles
for British Columbia riders. (Note: Third party liability coverage must be purchased through ICBC)
3561 Shelbourne Street, Victoria, BC V8P 4C8 Phone: 250-595-5212 Fax: 250-595-7076 Toll Free: 1888-595-5212 Email: http://www.megsonfitzpatrick.com/email_us.html

SHUSWAP XTREME RECREATION
Parts: Ph #. 250 832-3883

Sales/Service Ph #. 250 832-3360
www.shuswapxtreme.com

Call: Garry, Dustin or Rory SUZUKI DEALERSHIP IN SALMON ARM, BC CERTIFIED TRIKE
DEALER - LEHMAN, CHAMPION FOR ALL MAKES OF BIKES

MIDNIGHT MOTORCYCLES
Big Street & Dirt Bike Specialist Sales Service New & Used Parts Honda Harley Kawasaki Suzuki
Yamaha See us for Freedom Heated Clothing - Canadian Made Robert Draper Owner/Operator PH
# 250 374-2151 www.midnightmotorcycle.ca

BC-G INTERIOR RAMBLERS
SCHEDULE OF 2018
march
April

3

Breakfast Meeting 8:30am

17

Breakfast Social

7

Breakfast Meeting 8:30am

21

Breakfast Social

@

White Spot North Shore

@

White Spot North Shore

8:30am

8:30am

COME AND JOIN US - WE MEET ON THE FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAY
EACH MONTH AT White Spot North Shore
CHAPTER DIRECTORS

Kirk & Kathy Elliot

250 374-2583

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Dean Hudon

250 554-3145

SECRETARY

OPEN POSITION

WEBMASTER

Bill Haggerty

www.vwh.ca

TREASURER

Kathy Shumard

250 579-5354

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Kevin Hudon

hudon83@shaw.ca

STORES

Kathy Elliot

250 374-2583

ADS & PROMOTIONS

Kirk Elliot

250 374-2583

PUBLIC RELATIONS

OPEN POSITION

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT OFFICER

Joanne Dennstedt

RIDE/EVENT COORDINATOR

OPEN POSITION

CHAPTER EDUCATORS

OPEN POSITION

HISTORIAN/PHOTOGRAPHER

250 372-7116

Visit Chapter BC-G Web Site at http://www.vwh.ca/bc-g/index.html Link to BC Chapter info:
http://www.vwh.ca/bc-district/chapter.html

ANY ARTICLES OR INFORMATION YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN THE
NEWSLETTER
(Deadline:25th of each month)
PLEASE CONTACT : Kevin Hudon at
hudon83@shaw.ca

