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Hi All, we are back after four and a half months of travel. What a summer it was, but now it is
fall when we returned home and I wonder what happened to summer. I have been receiving request
for Victoria Days 2020 info as riders are starting to plan their 2020 riding season. I have also received
info on chapter WA-I ‘s Desert Spring Fling which Kathy & I have attended many years. This is always a
good event and follows our Victoria Days by one week (the USA Memorial Day weekend). The event
will be at a RV park but not the only campers there so attendees are asked to book early to secure a
site. They allow 3 tent trailers per site with just a additional cost per person Let me know if you would
like to join Kathy & I for this ride and event.
Ron Moropito has under gone some major surgery and we all wish him a speedy recovery so
he is ready for another riding season in the spring. Ron says he is on the mend and starting to feel less
like a butchered slab of meat.
We have a large number of our chapter participants enjoying the warmer temperatures of the
southern states this winter. This leaves the rest of us to make the best of winter here and recruit
some new members for our GWRRA chapter. A chapter that does not recruit does not stay a chapter
for very long. As our group’s average age keeps getting older we need to recruit new and younger rider’s on a regular enjoy and bases so there are new ideas and rides to enjoy and chapter participants
to keep the chapter running.

Here is something submitted by Ken & Kathy Shumard which is a good and interesting read. Check it out.
Might something fun for the newsletter: https://pairadicetrikes.com/about/f/the-only-problem-withtrikes%E2%80%A6-the-name?fbclid=IwAR3Xz8NB_-XOF6PVgz_wDGdv_txwJ75VHZobpxl4CtZx44tOCgAMDUidPw

An Amazing Gentleman
This past summer while vacationing in Nova Scotia, Kirk and I had the great
pleasure to meet a very special gentleman. His name is Charles Wyman “Bun” Betts.
What is so special about this man you may ask? “Well “Bun”, as he is called, turned
100 years young in August. Special to get to that milestone yes, but what makes him
so special is that he still rides a motorcycle. And not just any motorcycle, but a 2003
Honda Gold Wing 1800 cc two wheeler. Mr. Betts is believed to be the oldest active
motorcyclist on the North American continent. And he continues to hit the road on a
regular basis to see the countryside on two wheels.
He was born August 15, 1919, and almost did not survive. When he was just a
toddler, he says, he got pneumonia and almost died. The doctor, he’d given up on me,
Betts says. But it was the nurse who tried something that broke the pneumonia. After
that she called him her little bunny – or Bun for short –and the nickname stuck.
Bun is no stranger to hard work. He started working at nine years old. His father was in the logging business, and the family had a mill called A.T. Betts and Sons
in Wentworth. Betts says he clearly remembers when he had to start working. It was
Arbor Day he said and we were off school. I went to the mill that afternoon and that
was the day my father lost his hand in a workplace accident. Not related of course
but Betts began helping out at the mill. When he was through school he became dedicated to the job. He did it all –working the saw, cutting the logs and milling the wood
that was then sold to a wholesaler. But that was not all Bun did. In the winter when
the pond would freeze over, he would be over at the ski hill in Wentworth. In fact Ski
Wentworth might not be there today if it were not for him. He had a tractor at the
mill and he carved a lot of the runs for the ski hill. He also would work at the hill,
moving snow or tuning skiis. He built the first lodge at the ski hill and there is a challenging ski run named after him called Bun’s Bumps.
Mr. Betts was in his late 20’s when he invested in a ride to call his own. It was
not a motorcycle but a new 125cc Vespa that he used to travel the half-mile from the
family home to the mill and back.
“I think it lasted one summer,” said Betts.
“It didn’t work out like I thought it would,” he recalls
Years later Betts returned to motorcycling. But he had to get flying out of his
system first. He was in his early fifties when he bought a Cesna 172. He learned to
fly and spent many hours flying over the Wentworth Valley and other parts of Nova
Scotia, admiring the beautiful landscapes of the province.

Then he got his first motorcycle. He can’t recall the exact model, but he
kept it for only a couple of years before moving up in the early 80’s to a Honda
GL650 Silver Wing Interstate. He kept this bike for two or three years before
moving up to a 1200 Gold Wing. He admits he is a fair weather rider – riding
when it was warm and never when it was raining.
“I’m not a wet wet-weather rider; I only like the summer sun,” he says with a
laugh.
Evenings and weekends when Betts was not flying or riding, he was crafting beautiful Grandfather clocks and other woodworking items. Some of these
items were on display at the hall and were very impressive.
Mr. Betts sold his Cesna at the age of 80, and gave up flying, but he never
stopped riding.
As I previously stated, he now rides a 2003 Gold Wing that he bought used
with only 1000 kilometers on it. He rides a lot because the odometer now shows
almost 69,000 km. He prefers to get aboard the bike from the high-side, or from
the right rather than the left. He is very impressed with the 1800 with all the power it has.
“I’ll get the bike out on the driveway and when I get to the bottom. I’ll decide
whether to turn left or right and then go wherever the road takes me.”

“I like the two-lane roads where I can go 70 to 80 km/h.” he says. “That’s where I
am comfortable.
As far as being 100, Mr. Betts says that 100 is just a number.
“I feel fine, but I get tired a bit more easily than I once did.” He says
His approach to life?
“I’ve never been one to make plans. Tomorrow’s another day and I’ll always take
it as it comes.”
It was raining when Kirk and I got to the hall so Mr. Betts did not ride his
bike to the celebration. He said he had it out and was ready to go but his nephew
talked him out of it. It was raining quite hard so I am glad he chose to come by
car. There were many bikers there though, all waiting to say hello and wish him a
Happy Birthday. The hall was beautifully decorated and one wall had tables full
of photographs of all he did, samples of his woodworking and of course congratulatory message from all over, including the Queen, Prime Minister, Premier of
Nova Scotia, and Honda. It was very impressive.
As to the man, he was very interesting to talk to, even if it was only for a
few minutes. There were at least 100 people or more standing in line to talk to

Is Motorcycle Coolant the Same as Car Coolant?
by BikeBandit | Aug 22, 2019 | Lifestyle | 0 comments

When you love your motorcycle as much as we do, you want to make sure that you are taking the
best care of your ride possible. This means learning how to evaluate and change your motorcycle’s
fluids. Understanding how to do this is just as vital as ensuring that you do the same on your car.
All of us want our motorcycles to last for years, and the best way to do that is to become experts on
the maintenance.
Most of us know that there is a very strict difference between motorcycle oil and car oil. That is, car
oil tends to have high amounts of friction modifiers inside of it to help maximize gas mileage in automobiles. These friction modifiers are bad for motorcycle engines and can lead to clutch slippage
given that the friction modifiers inevitably get into the transmission. This means that under no circumstances should you use car oil in a motorcycle engine unless you want to risk ruining your
transmission. (And we have no idea why you’d want to do that.)
Coolant is a slightly different story. There are definitely motorcycle-specific coolants on the market,
but depending on the type of car coolant that you are using it is also perfectly viable to use car
coolant in your motorcycle coolant overflow tank. Whether the use of car coolant in motorcycles is
kosher or not is an oft-debated subject of motorcycle maintenance.

So is Car Coolant the Best Motorcycle Coolant?
Strictly speaking, not necessarily. While it is true that there are fewer differences between car coolant and motorcycle coolant, most experts do recommend buying a coolant that is specific for your
bike regardless.
If you are going to use a car-specific coolant in your motorcycle, you need to pay attention to two
issues. First of all, you need to make sure that the coolant includes ethylene glycol antifreeze.
There are some motorcycle enthusiasts that swear up and down using a 50/50 mix of coolant and
distilled water works magic inside of their motorcycles. However, if you decide to go a self-mix
route, make sure that you use distilled water and not tap water. The solids inside of tap water could
corrode the inside of your engine. Plus, the quality of tap water varies depending on your location.
Distilled water is always the best choice if you are using it inside of your engine with motorcycle
engine coolant.
Additionally, you need to make sure that the car coolant you choose to use does not contain silicates, as these can be bad for your seals. There is definitely silicate-free car coolant on the market,
but you have to look specifically for these, given that the majority of car coolants use silicates as
they inhibit aluminum corrosion.

Shouldn’t Water Be the Best Coolant for Motorcycles?
While water is probably the best cooling substance in the entire world, it is not at all recommended
to use just water in your coolant tank, even if you are using distilled water. There are some motorcycle enthusiasts that swear up and down plain distilled water is best for cooling, and on a scientific
level where simple cooling is concerned they are correct.
However, the water can eventually eat away at the interior of your engine. This is why specific coolant exist in the first place. Basically, if you want to ensure that your bike serves you loyally for a
long time, don’t cheap out where the coolant is concerned. If you want your bike to perform its best,
make sure that you commit to purchasing all of the fluids your bike needs to run its best.

So, What is the Best Coolant for Motorcycles?
The absolute best coolant for motorcycles is, of course, a coolant that is specifically made for motorcycles. Considering how infrequently you need to top up the coolant in your motorcycle, it’s generally advised to spend the extra couple bucks needed to get something that is specifically formulated for your machine, and you don’t have to worry about silicates or other issues related to car
coolant.

There are many contenders for the best coolant for motorcycle, but we do have a few suggestions.
For example, if you are at home on the racetrack we definitely recommend you take a look
at Maxima Cool-Aid. This is a premix coolant that is specifically formulated to help keep your engine temperatures low no matter how hard you’re writing it on the track. Keep in mind that this particular coolant is not meant to be used as a winterizer and thus does not offer protection against
freezing. Additionally, it is specifically made for racing on paved surfaces. But even if you are not a
racer and you anticipate simply driving a long way through hot climates, the Maxima Cool-Aid is a
great choice.

If you are looking for something that provides more cold weather protection, then Engine Ice may
be a great option for you. This product protects your engine to temperatures up to -25 degrees
Fahrenheit. This is also a premix blend, so you do not need to do anything other than pour it directly into your machine. Many also recommend this brand if you attend track days as in the event of a
wreck it is easier to clean up then a coolant that is based on propylene glycol.

Again, if you like to hit the track and where you race bans propylene glycol due to how slick it is, a
favorite choice is Motul MoCOOL. This product can help your engine run a whopping 30 degrees
Fahrenheit cooler. Again, if you like to hit the track or simply ride in hot weather frequently, this premixed coolant helps your engine stay cool and take the heat.
In sum, there are fewer differences between motorcycle coolant and car coolant as compared to
the differences between motorcycle oil and car oil. There are plenty of motorcycle enthusiasts who
swear by using certain varieties of car coolant for their bikes. However, we generally recommend
sticking with coolant blends that were specifically designed for motorcycles. Motorcycles and automobiles definitely have many things in common, but it is always best to stick with the recommended
formulations for each.

Motorcycle Restoration, The Art of Motion
by BikeBandit | Aug 20, 2019 | Buyer’s Guide | 0 comments

If you’re interested in motorcycle restoration, be warned—it’s an addictive hobby, and not exactly a
cheap one. However, because it combines the job of craftmanship, your knowledge of how things
work, the satisfaction of collecting and the value of investment, it is a hobby that pays dividends …
if you do it right. If you’re still interested, you may wonder, where do you start? That’s a good question.
Traditionally, bike enthusiasts go for English classics from the 1950s to 1960s, preferably of the
café racer variety. Some such models include the Triumph Bonneville, BSA Gold Star Clubman,
Norton Commando, Norton Manx and Velocette Thruxton. The problem with these bikes is that
they’re pricey and, somehow even worse, they’re hard to find. If you do happen to come across a
beat up frame, you can expect to a pretty penny to own it and then get it home. Add in the cost
of motorcycle OEM parts and you’re looking at a good down payment on a house to get your bike
up and running.
Fortunately, there are dozens of other desirable classics out there that, though second best to the
Gold Stars and Manx-es of the world, still fix up into mean machines. That said, though you may be
tempted to go with a classic such as the Indian Chief, Norton Commando or Ducati 900SS, don’t
jump the gun on this newfound hobby of yours.

Recommended Picks For Beginners
The first step of motorcycle restoration is finding the right bike. Your first bike or a few should be
something easy to work on and for which OEM and aftermarket motorcycle parts are readily available, such as a Yamaha or Kawasaki. Try to stick with a Japanese bike from between the 1960s and
1980s, at least for your first build. We recommend this because the bikes themselves are fairly inexpensive, the parts are easy to find and the restoration process is fairly simple. Yet, if you go
about the process the right way, the end result will be visually stunning and performance ready.
So, what bikes do we recommend for beginners? If you go to an online classifieds page and type in
“motorcycles for less than $1,500,” you’ll find Honda CB200s, CB250s, CB350s, CB400s and
CB500s; Honda CXs and GLs; and Honda Super Hawks. You’ll also find Kawasakis from the late
70s to early 90s, and Yamaha XRs, XS and TSs. Finally, you’ll find the whole Suzuki GS series,
plus a few GTs and GNs. These are your bikes. The first rule of thumb is if you can find it easily
enough, the parts will be right behind it.

Locate the Service Manual
Once you found the bike you plan to restore, you need to locate the service manual. Though it may
seem like a waste of time to track down a paper version of your bike’s manual when you have the
internet at your fingertips, you’ll be glad you did when you’re in over your head with bike parts and
covered from head to boot with grease.
There are three types of manuals you can purchase: The Haynes manual, which is the most pared
down of the three; the Clymer®; and the OEM service manual.
The Haynes manual will walk you through the basics, such as changing your oil and rebuilding your
engine. However, because you plan on restoring an old bike for the first time, you’re likely going to
want a bit more comprehensive guide, such as the Clymer®.
The Clymer® covers technical details for a small range of models for your bike. It may even contain
step-by-step guidance for how to work on it. Depending on how lucky you get, this is the only manual you’ll end up needing.
However, if the Clymer® doesn’t cover your model in detail, you may have to get the OEM service
manual. This manual is the be-all-end-all of manuals, as it covers every single detail of your bike,
down to the last bolt. You can generally find a new version on Amazon, though you may have to dig
around a bit on eBay or contact the manufacturer directly.

How To Restore a Motorcycle
Bike and service manual in hand, it’s time to dip your toes in. Though simple and underwhelming,
checking your battery is a great place to start. Flip through your manual to see how to do this, then
give it a charge. Charging a motorcycle battery typically takes up to 10 hours, so plug her in before
you go to work for the day or bed for the night. If you’re lucky, the battery is still useable. However,
don’t be disappointed if you get a dud, as most restoration bikes do not come with working batteries. If the latter is the case, proceed to the point in the manual that explains how to replace the battery.
Once you determine the state of your battery, or even while it’s charging, you can get to work on
the carburetor. If you’re lucky, you need not do anything more than perform a simple carb clean.
However, again: Old bike. If you do need to rebuild the carburetor, you can find a carb rebuild kit for
a fair price at your favorite motorcycle aftermarket parts dealer.
While you’re rebuilding your carburetor, take a look at your gas tank. If you notice some rust, purchase a quality cleaner and refer to your manual for the best way to knock all that gunk out.
Next up are spark plugs, electrical check, chain and sprockets, brakes and then tires. You’ll also
want to perform an oil change, but we feel as if that’s a give-in.
Only once you completed the basics is it time to move onto the fun custom work. You can customize everything, from the handlebars to the seat to the headlights to the controls. We recommend
heading to motorcycle shows and browsing through industry magazines to get a good idea of the
style you want to achieve. Then, again, turn to your favorite parts dealer for the rest.

Shop for OEM and Aftermarket Motorcycle Parts
Whether you’re in the throes of your classic motorcycle restoration hobby or you’re just beginning to
try your hand at this addictive hobby, you need a go-to source for reliable, durable and affordable
motorcycle parts. Shop for the parts you need to get started on your project.
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EACH MONTH AT White Spot North Shore
CHAPTER DIRECTORS

Kirk & Kathy Elliot
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Visit Chapter BC-G Web Site at http://www.vwh.ca/bc-g/index.html Link to BC Chapter info:
http://www.vwh.ca/bc-district/chapter.html

ANY ARTICLES OR INFORMATION YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN THE
NEWSLETTER
(Deadline:25th of each month)
PLEASE CONTACT : Kevin Hudon at
hudon83@shaw.ca

